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          THINGS TO  REMEMBER:              
                  
When CMU is test flying; all club 
aircraft are to be grounded, and all 
radios turned off.    
                       
We are guests of Mr. Wittey while at 
the field.  Please be respectful  of the 
property and the NO FLY ZONES.                                 
                           
Help keep the field neat and clean! 
The use of the two garbage cans is 
greatly appreciated.  
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                         NEXT M.A.R.S. CLUB MEETING                 
The next meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. at the    
                           M.A.R.S. Field  

                                        M.A.R.S. BANQUET A NICE AFFAIR   
                                 
Thanks to those who attended the annual M.A.R.S. banquet. The facilities at the Cran-
berry Highlands Golf Course rendered a pleasant atmosphere with a beautiful view of the 
surrounding country side. Aside from some of the food items not being what I would con-
sider up to par, I got the feeling that the majority of those attending had a really nice 
time. It was great to be able to see the ladies out and about somewhere other than at the 
flying site. Thanks to Rich Glassbrenner and Howard Nesbit, all the women present were 
winners of cash envelopes. A special thanks for the unselfish efforts of Dr. Jim and 
Jimmy, whereby awards and certificates of appreciation were given out. I would also like 
to give a special thanks to  Bill Wittey for giving the invocation before the meal began. So 
all in all, it was a nice affair, and hopefully next year we can get more members out. I’ll 
start looking for different establishments and pricing, so as to be able to have a broader 
choice to offer the membership for next year. I think a late summer, early fall setting 
might be best. 

                              NEW SAFETY FENCE TO BE INSTALLED                       
After doing some research on safety fence materials, ie. Tensile strength, visibility, and cost. I ordered a newer type of 
safety fencing for the flight line. It is made by Tenax, the company that makes the fencing that we already use; however, 
the strength is doubled and the color is a Florescent green-yellow. This color was proven to be  more readily visible in 
low light conditions, and is also more acutely recognized by those persons who suffer from color blindness. It is hoped 
that this will give a better visual acuity to those members that fly in the evening to dusk hours. The cost per 4x50 ft. roll 
is the same as the standard fencing we now use.   

                                                                              THE FIELD IN GENERAL                     
Over the past three weeks, the new field layout has been being cut. The field is now somewhat smaller in area; however, 
the overall site configuration appears to be much nicer. I have noticed that some of the pilots that had problems lining 
up the runway with the old layout now seem to enjoy a better down wind , base leg, and final approach. The field in gen-
eral is doing quite nicely.  

                                                                                 GREEN GENERATOR               
It was noted last week that the big green generator was leaking gasoline from around the carburetor. Please do not use 
this piece of equipment. I will pull the carburetor off and repair it within the next two weeks. Meanwhile, we are fortu-
nate to have two such pieces of machinery; and the smaller generator is working fine. 

                                                                 A SPECIAL THANKS TO A NON-MEMBER    
 I’m sure that many, if not all of us, have heard of the Dick and Don Show. Dick Roth of course being a M.A.R.S. 
member; but, his good friend and companion, Don Batista is not. It is this point I bring to light in as much as on many 
occasions Don has always been more than willing to lend a helping hand around the field. I thank you Don Batista for all 
you do for the M.A.R.S. Club. 



P a g e  2  

                        PILOTS BRIEFING ( CONT.) 

                                                                  NEW SAFETY OFFICER APPOINTED                      
Due to complications within the C.M.U. insurance structure Todd Dudek has had to step down from his safety officer 
position.  The newly appointed safety officer is now Tom Beach. I’m sure we all wish Tom the best as he undertakes this 
position that, for the most part, goes unappreciated. Tom, I do hope you don’t make us all wear hard hats and conform 
to O.S.H.A. regulations. Just teasing my friend! Good luck to you in your newly appointed position.  

                       CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS INTERESTED IN A.M.A. PARK FLYER PROGRAM 
 There’s a new park coming to Cranberry Township, the site being just off of I-79 and next to the Pa. turnpike. 
As if that isn’t exciting enough, the rumor is that the township officials are interested in allocating some of the area as a 
Park Flyer airfield for those types of electric small planes; or at least allowing Park Flyer type aircraft to be flown in a 
designated area. More details as this unfolds.  

                                          CLUB VOTES TO HELP GROUNDSKEEPER WITH TRAVEL EXPENSE                        
A motion was made, and seconded, to provide a $50.00 per month gas allowance to John F. Froehlich. This is to help off-
set his personal expense when traveling to the field to perform maintenance for the club.   

                                                                            TOPSOIL REQUESTED          
If anyone can help to bring bags of topsoil to the field please do so. It is estimated that about forty bags of topsoil are 
needed to help fill in some of the rough spots around the pits and on the field. The bags are 20lbs. and cost around $1.17 
each. If members could bring one or two bags to the field with them when they come to fly it would be greatly appreci-
ated. The bags can be stacked next to the shed by the green bench. Thanks in advance.  

                                                                           M.A.R.S. CLUB PICNIC     
 The annual club picnic is scheduled for Saturday, June 14, 2008. This has always been a fun event, and hope-
fully the weather will be favorable this year. Helpers needed to set up for the affair should be at the field around 8:30-
9:00 A.M. It is hoped that the ladies, along with others attending, will again be gracious enough to provide us with some 
of their culinary delights.   

                                                    THOSE ODD LITTLE THINGS WE CALL BATTERIES     
 It’s been some time since I received my B.S.E.E. so I’m not going to pretend that I’m anywhere near an expert 
on the technologies surrounding the marvel of today's advancements in battery development. I will say though that 
these wonderful, though sometimes not so little power packs, can and will cause some of us to stand back and say, 
WOW, I didn’t know that would happen! Yes, I’m segwaying into a safety lecture. The main concern is with the use of 
the LI-Poly battery packs. Some, if not most of us using this type of battery, continue to ignore the most basic of safety 
procedures for these potentially dangerous devices. As Jim Gillie mentioned at the May meeting there seems to still be 
confusion, if not just plain indifference as to how we should be handling these types of battery packs, whether while 
storing them, or in actual use. The A.M.A. web site has an excellent series of articles; found on their Sport Aviator sec-
tion, on batteries. Titled, ”Those things we call batteries– Part 1-3”. I found these articles to be lengthy; however, I do 
recommend that even the most experienced of  pilots take the time to review the information contained therein, and to 
start to utilize the techniques illustrated there. Hopefully, it just might save someone serious injury.  



“Take-offs are 

optional, Landings 

are mandatory” 

GRAVITY:  

It’s not only the law,  

but it works. 
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                                                                     BIG BIRD FUN FLY          
 Well the first big event of the year for M.A.R.S. seemed to go off without a hitch. The weather 
was superb, and the turn out was great. Local as well as out of state pilots wasted no time getting their 
planes into the air; after checking in with event coordinator Bill Scherle.  The wide variety of air-
planes offered something for everyone to enjoy. Although there were a few rough landings, everyone 
was able to take their pride and joy home without to much major damage. I’m sure I speak for Bill 
when I say, “ Thank You “, to all those folks who came to participate, as well as those who came out in 
support of The Big Bird Fun Fly. ( Pictures on Page 7 ). 

Apologies for the scant amount of pictures at the Big Bird event. Camera malfunction prevented get-
ting more than 17 pictures. An attempt to secure more photos from another member failed when they 
couldn’t download their pictures from their camera onto a disc for transfer. 

                                                                   TRACTOR UPDATE                     
Both tractors are now fully operational having had new belts installed, and new blades replaced. Both 
mower decks have been leveled and the tire pressures adjusted to factory specifications. Oil, filters, 
and lubrication points have been serviced.   
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Meeting Called to Order by President Tom Heusey.        
                                   
Mail call: None.             
                                       
Treasurers Report: Rich Glassbrenner. ( SEE BELOW ).        
                                      
A.M.A. Update: Jim Gillie. Jim reported on information from the A.M.A. on the Park Flyer Program as to new sites 
available for this type of flying. Li-po batteries were also discussed; as, how to safely handle these potentially dangerous 
power packs whether during normal handling or while charging them. Check the articles on line at the A.M.A. web 
site.              
                                                                
Field Report: John F. Froehlich. John reports that the field was just mowed this morning. The new field layout is now 
quite apparent and members that flew that afternoon seemed to have adjusted to it without problems. A safety note 
regarding the big green generator. Please do not use this generator as there is a fuel leak around the carburetor. John 
will remove and repair the carburetor within the next two weeks.        
                                      
Webmaster Report: Ralph Lovette. Ralph Is in the process of getting all current members re-registered with a new 
setup, this is due to the amount of spam entering the website.       
                                     
Upcoming Events: The next big happening at the M.A.R.S. Field is the BIG BIRD FUN FLY. Be there, May 24, 2008. 
Contact Bill Scherle with any questions. HELP for this event will be greatly appreciated.    
                                    
Unfinished Business: A special thanks was given to all who attended the M.A.R.S. Banquet, and to  John F. Froehlich 
for his attempt in making this a fun outing. The proposed weather station for the M.A.R.S. Field was put on hold, as 
the suggested unit for purchase is now not available.        
                                        
New Business: Tom Beach has graciously accepted the position of safety officer. Todd Dudek had to step down due to 
complications within the C.M.U. insurance structure. Cranberry Township officials have expressed interest in the 
A.M.A. Park Flyer Program, and are willing to allocate a portion of the new Cranberry Park, ( just off of I-79 ), for this 
purpose. More details as this develops. A motion was made and seconded to allocate a $50.00 per month payment to 
John F. Froehlich to help offset travel expenses for maintaining the flying site.     
              
                                                                                                                                                                                      
New Ideas and suggestions: Tom Beach, guided by A.M.A. site recommendations, suggested that we consider moving 
the flight tables back to edge of the parking area, so as to gain a better margin of safety. In discussion, it was noted that 
the M.A.R.S. field is limited in area, and that the tables will remain where they are. The safety issue continues to be in 
the hands of those members that fly. It is up to each of us to endeavor to use good common sense, and therefore an 
awareness of what is and is not a safe practice while at the field.        
                                                                    
Attendance: A total of twenty persons were at the meeting.        
                                       
A 50/50 drawing was held. Total monies collected was $34.00. The winner of $17.00 was Ray Gerginski.  
              

     TREASURERS REPORT      
BEGINNING BALANCE: $3,100.19         
                                               
EXPENSES: $315.33 -  - - - $100.00 A.M.A. CHARTER & INSURANCE, $215.33 CLUB BANQUET DEPOSIT
                                         
ENDING BALANCE: $2,784.86          




